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Employing of learning and innovation skills in the mathematics
teaching practices and related obstacles from mathematics
teachers’ perspectives

Noha R. Alrwaished®

Abstract

Objectives: This study aimed to identify the employing of learn-
ing and innovation skills in the mathematics teaching practices
and related obstacles from mathematics teachers’ perspectives.
Method: The study adopted a qualitative approach using semi-struc-
tured personal interviews, consisted of 9 questions about employing
of learning and innovation skills in the mathematics teaching prac-
tices. Participants numbered 31 mathematics teachers in the State
of Kuwait. Results: The results revealed that the teaching practices
of the first group, critical thinking skills and problem solving, had
appeared in 4 pivots, which were encouraging questions and discus-
sion, linking mathematical issues with life situations, giving direc-
tions, and variety use of strategies. Data showed two themes related
to communication and sharing skills teaching practices by individu-
al and group strategies. Teaching practices related to creativity and
innovation skills were linking and recalling previous ideas, generat-
ing ideas, and introducing informative details. The participants ex-
pressed obstacles in teaching learning and innovation skills, which
were linked with the teacher like lack of teacher training, following
restricted time plan, in addition to students’ related issues like stu-
dents’ low Arabic reading skills, difficulty in understanding mathe-
matical problem, writing, and interpreting mathematical language.
Moreover, dense curriculum content, short class time, high class-
room density, and the lack of resources. Conclusion: The study
recommended enhancing mathematical communication in teaching
practices, especially written mathematical communication, and pro-
viding diverse and creative resources in teaching Mathematics.
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