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The social justifications that identify career choices
of Omani youth seeking jobs: A field study

Majid S. Al Busafi®
Maryam M. Alsumri®
Muneer A. Karadesha®

Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to investigate the social justifications
that affect the career choices of Omani youth looking for jobs in the
Sultanate of Oman. The study also aimed to explore the differences
in the attitudes of Omani youth according to some variables. Meth-
od: Data was collected mainly through a questionnaire that included
different sections: Demographic, social and economic background,
family background, educational conditions, and social justifications
for career choices. The validity and reliability of the questionnaire
were measured. The study was conducted on a purposive sample
consisting of 13501 male and female across the Sultanate, registered
with the Ministry of Labor as "active" job seekers. Results: The re-
sults showed statistical differences in the attitudes of job seekers to-
wards social justifications affecting their career choices based on the
variable of age in favor of young people in each age group. Signifi-
cant statistical differences also appeared in the attitudes of job seek-
ers towards social justifications affecting their career choices based
on the variable of education level in favor of people who have lower
education in each comparison group. Moreover, the study revealed
that social considerations were affected by the number of years spent
in job search. The more time people spend in job search, the more
they have social considerations affecting their career choices. Con-
clusion: The study concluded that social justification represented in
"getting an opportunity to participate in community decision-mak-
ing" was the most influential social justification in the career choices
of Omani youth looking for jobs.
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