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The ramifications of the United States of America’s
retrenchment posture on the Arabian Gulf security 2009-2024

Abdullah Kh. Alshayji®*
Nouf A. Aljassar @*==

Abstract

Objectives: This study aimed to explain and analyze the U.S. for-
eign policy towards the Arabian Gulf region during three presi-
dential terms, President Barack Obama, President Donald Trump,
and President Joe Biden. The study also attempted to trace these
successive policies and link the transformations that took place in
these policies and reveal the shift in the interest of U.S. foreign
policy in the Arabian Gulf region. Method: The study relied on
the descriptive analytical approach to show how the U.S. foreign
policy was transformed and the comparative historical approach
to identify and compare the significant historical events. Results:
The study concluded that Obama’s administration approach of ret-
roversion policy opened the way for other players, such as Russia
and Iran. On the other hand, President Trump’s policy towards the
region, especially during the Gulf crisis, deepened the feeling of
mistrust in the American ally. Despite President Biden’s attempts
to rebuild confidence in the American ally, however, the way of
dealing with the various issues and accelerating events did not
serve these faltering attempts and did not support regional stability
but rather encouraged other competitors such as China to enter the
region. Conclusion: The necessity of making regional and global
cooperation in which the GCC countries are active partners. The
GCC countries must also revive the collective security project to
impose a deterrent balance of power in the region capable of con-
fronting the escalating security threats.
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