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Challenges of Gulf security cooperation and its future
in the light of Gulf security agreements aimed
at protecting collective national security

Fahed A. Abdulrahman®
Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to review the most prominent
Gulf security agreements aimed at protecting the collective na-
tional security of the Gulf Cooperation Council GCC states, dis-
cuss the reality of the Gulf collective security theory as a basis
for joint security cooperation, and analyze the most prominent
challenges of Gulf security cooperation in light of the collec-
tive security theory, in addition to presenting some future rec-
ommendations to decision-makers and specialized jurists with
expertise who are related with the national security of the GCC
states. Method: The study followed the historical approach,
which includes an illustrative account of what has been enact-
ed in organizing Gulf security cooperation agreements between
the GCC states, whether at the national level for each country,
or at the Gulf regional level for the GCC states combined, in ad-
dition to the analytical approach, which includes an explanation
of the most prominent challenges of Gulf security cooperation
in light of the Gulf security agreements aimed at protecting col-
lective national security. Results: The results showed that the
most prominent aspects of Gulf security cooperation were rep-
resented in a number of agreements and strategies for enhanc-
ing security cooperation between the various security agencies
in the GCC countries, starting with the comprehensive security
strategy of 1987, up to the amended security agreement for the
GCC states of 2012. There are challenges faced by the GCC
states within the framework of the security cooperation process,
some of which are related to terrorism, and others to the implicit
competitiveness between the Gulf states, in addition to the legal
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challenges resulting from the differences of some of the GCC
states over a number of provisions of the joint security agree-
ment of the GCC states of 2012. Conclusion: The absence of
a joint Gulf security agreement that establishes integrated Gulf
security cooperation and the absence of a joint Gulf security
institution operating in accordance with Gulf laws related to the
national security of the GCC states are noted, despite the exis-
tence of military, economic, and political cooperation between
these countries.

Keywords: security cooperation, national security, collective

security theory, Gulf security agreements
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