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Perception of social work students towards individuals
with drug problems in Kuwaiti society

Hend B. Al-Ma’seb "=
Hamad A. Alaslawi®”
Anwar F. Alkhurinej®”
Abstract

Objectives: One of the most serious problems facing society today
is the problem of drug abuse. Thus, the purpose of this study was
to assess perceptions of social work students toward individuals
with drug problems in Kuwaiti society. The study aimed to deter-
mine if there are any significant differences between social work
students’ perceptions toward individuals with drug problems with
regard to the four dimensions (i.e., competence, support, satisfac-
tion, and self-esteem) and the following variables: general infor-
mation about drugs, student education regarding drugs, and field
experience in the drug field. Method: The study used a cross-sec-
tional design. An electronic questionnaire consisted of general
questions, and the Drug and Drug Problems Perceptions Ques-
tionnaire was distributed to 254 social work students at Kuwait
University. Results: The study findings revealed that participants
have an average level of positive perception towards individuals
with drug problems, as well as a similar perception of competence
role, support, satisfaction, and self-esteem. The results revealed
significant differences between students’ perceptions of individu-
als with drug problems and the following variables: general infor-
mation about drugs, the level of students’ educational attainment
about drugs, and field training in the drugs field at the significance
level of 0.05. Conclusion: It is important to continue supporting
scientific research that studies this phenomenon as well as evalu-
ating the performance of social work students in this field.
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