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Maritime boundaries delimitation between Kuwait and
Iran, and determining the legal status of Al-Durra Field:
An inferential legal study in the light of international law

Sharefah A. Almuhana®

Abstract

Objectives: This study examined the disputes between States over the de-
limitation of maritime boundaries and the exploitation of the seas’ natural
resources. Particularly, this study intended to provide a comprehensive un-
derstanding of the dispute between Kuwait and Iran over the delimitation
of maritime boundaries and the legal status of Al-Durra field in light of the
international law of the sea. Method: The study provided an objective de-
scription and analysis of the rules governing the division of maritime zones
between States, mentioned in the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea 1982. Also, the study examined other relevant, multi or bilater-
al, treaties. The study also framed the relationship between national and
international laws to reach fair solutions based on international principles
and norms. For a solid analysis, the study considered important historical
events, coordinates and maps, official correspondence and statements, case
law and arbitration, and State practices. Results: The study presented the
most important issues of the legal arguments that are expected to be raised
or relied on by Kuwait and Iran if the dispute is raised before arbitration
or international courts, seeking to explore prospects of international arbi-
tration and judiciary. Additionally, the study indicated the legislative defi-
ciency in UNCLOS in regulating the issue of semi-enclosed seas, especially
regarding the delimitation of maritime boundaries and the rights and duties
of the States bordering these seas. Conclusion: The study ended with the
necessity of encouraging the resolution of international disputes through
peaceful and diplomatic means, including the advisory opinions of the In-
ternational Court of Justice.

Keywords: Al-Durra field, continental shelf, baseline, adviso-
ry opinion, semi-enclosed seas
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