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Spatial analysis of population and residential characteristics
in the villages of Al-Ahsa Oasis: Geographic study
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Hassan E. Al-Jaber®

Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to analyze the demographic, eco-
nomic, social, and residential characteristics of the residents of the
villages of Al-Ahsa Oasis, shed light on their geographical distri-
bution, and identify their problems. Method: The study used the
inductive approach and a group of methods, including technical,
quantitative, and cartographic, to find the relationship between
the study variables, based on the field study. Results: The study
found a difference in the level of population distribution in the
villages of the oasis. The scattered northern villages are far apart
compared to their eastern counterparts, which seem more integrat-
ed, and the standard of living has risen for many populations of
the oasis villages, with more than third of the population having an
average monthly income of more than 12 thousand riyals and an
increase in family size, as the group of more than five individuals
has acquired approximately from half of the sample size, the low
percentage of housing built on village farms outside the built-up
area, and the high level of services in the oasis villages in general,
especially infrastructure services, and their compatibility with the
population distribution. Conclusion: Studying population char-
acteristics in its three dimensions, that is, demographic, econom-
ic, and social, and analyzing residential characteristics helped in
understanding the geographical variation of the population of the
villages of Al-Ahsa Oasis and its results.

Keywords: Al-Ahsa villages, demographic characteristics,
residential characteristics
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