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Kuwait’s mediation in the Qatari-Gulf crisis (2017-2021):
Challenges and obstacles and the success
of diplomatic efforts

Wafaa A. Alaradi®

Hasan A. Johar®
Abstract

Objectives: The study revealed the successful factors of the Kuwaiti
mediation in the Qatari-Gulf crisis (2017-2021). The paths of Ku-
waiti diplomatic efforts were analyzed considering the causes of the
dispute, in addition to various challenges they faced until the final
reconciliation in January 2021. Method: A combined methodology
of content analysis and case study was used besides the historical ap-
proach. System analysis was utilized to evaluate the hindering fac-
tors versus mediation efforts led by the late Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. Results: The study identified the adver-
sity of the Gulf crisis, which disclosed a complex state of conflict
of interests, lack of trust between its parties, and an unprecedent-
ed intensive media war in which all traditional and modern means
were mobilized. In addition, opponents’ hard position prevented any
neutral mediation to facilitate rapid progress or bringing viewpoints
toward satisfactory solutions even though the study confirmed the
efficiency of Kuwaiti diplomacy in one of the most difficult tasks
throughout its history. Despite serious obstacles that slowed its
pace, Kuwait’s mediation reflected high skills in organizing politi-
cal summits, direct and indirect negotiations, and shuttle trips. Most
importantly, its steadfastness, patience diplomacy, and gradual pro-
gression have positively boosted a final reconciliation. Conclusion:
The study confirmed that the success of the Kuwaiti mediation has
saved the GCC Entity and enhanced stability in the Gulf, as well as
alleviating the intensity of other hot regional conflicts. The need to
develop institutional frameworks was recommended to contain ag-
gravations of internal disputes between GCC members.
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crisis resolution diplomacy, Kuwaiti mediation
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