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The social traditions of coffee in the Arabian Peninsula
through the writings of Western travelers:
Another perspective

Yasser H. Alhiagi

Abstract

Objectives: This study aimed to shed light on Western travelers’
writings about coffee, along with the associated customs, traditions,
and practices during their visits to the Arabian Peninsula from the
beginning of the 10® Hijri/16" AD century to the 14" Hijri/20th
AD century. Method: The study relied on a descriptive-analytical
approach in examining texts related to the social aspects of coffee.
It involved collecting facts, interpreting and analyzing them, and
deriving results and implications from the content of these jour-
neys. Results: The study highlighted on what numerous Western
travelers recorded about the customs and social traditions of coffee
in the regions they visited, exploring coffee gatherings, the stories
shared in them, as well as the utensils, tools involved. The research
focused on six axes: the uniqueness of coffee in the Arabian Pen-
insula, coffee preparation and presentation, coffee tools, customs,
traditions, and hospitality etiquette, coffee as a cultural space, and
coffee and coffechouses. Conclusion: Coffee has consistently
served as a means of connection between Western travelers and the
residents of the regions they traveled. It facilitated encounters with
imams, princes, nobles, notables, and the general public in coffee-
houses. Travelers documented their observations on coffee customs
and social traditions in the areas they visited, contributing valuable
historical sources, a comprehensive record, and scholarly material
that aids researchers in understanding various aspects of the culture
and heritage of the Arabian Peninsula.

Keywords: social traditions, Western travelers, coffee, travel
literature
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