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The role of school curricula in enhancing gender roles:
A study of content analysis of middle school textbooks
in the Kuwaiti curriculum

Fawaz H. AlazmiV

Abla A. Mhasneh®

Abstract

Objectives: The aim of the research was to identify the extent of
the contribution of the Kuwaiti school curricula for the middle
school stage in enhancing gender roles. Method: The content
analysis methodology was used with a sample of 16 textbooks
distributed to the common books category which includes eight
books for the subject "Arabic is our Language", and the
category of the non-shared books which includes four books
for "Family and Consumer Sciences" and four books for the
subject "Decor and Carpentry". Results: The results showed
that male pictures in the "Arabic is our Language" book,
constituted 74%, while the percentage of females constituted
26%, male characterized titles constituted 77%, while the
female ones accounted for 23%, and that the curriculum
contains many paragraphs that contribute to the reproduction
of gender roles. Conclusion: The study concluded that there is a
need to review school curricula and enhance the role of females,
and to consider the importance of the extent of reproducing
gender roles in a manner commensurate with the importance of
the presence of both the female and the male in social life in
parallel.
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