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The spatial transformations of residential apartments
in Jeddah city between 1970-2020

Huda T. Arshadlamphon”
Mohammad S. AIGhamdi®

Abstract

Objectives: The Present study explored the qualitative and
quantitative transformation in which appears in the residential
apartments’ spatial design in Jeddah city along the period of
half a decade. The study shaded some lights on factors that
attributed this transformation and identified the functional and
spatial relations among these primary and secondary factors in
their organizing the social, tangible, and practical requirements
inside the residential units for the contemporary Saudi families.
Method: Based on descriptive investigative analysis, the study
raised 7 cases-study in Jeddah City representing the period
between 1970-2020 while analyzing the spatial, and functional
of these cases. Results: The investigation and analysis have
proven important results which include the fact that after
occupying around 27% of the apartment’s area in early times,
guest reception area has disappeared in the last three decades.
Moreover, the contemporary residential apartment design
focuses on the family use by increasing bedrooms’ numbers,
and associated bathrooms, besides open spaces between the
family sitting area and the kitchen. In addition, along 50 years,
there were several functions and needs, which have been added
to the contemporary Saudi residential apartments such as
maid’s room and bathroom, which has been the main factor
behind the articulation of spaces, the functional creation, and
the incorporeal changes. Conclusion: The spatial transforma-
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tion appeared on the articulation of space in Jeddah City
residential apartments are caused by the connected interactive
relationship, which associates the functional and areal changes
and the tangible development, to satisfy the collective and
individuals’ needs and desires. Apparently, the transformations
took gradual course with low beginning for individual desires
and high for collective ones.

Keywords: Jeddah City, history of Saudi residence, residential
apartments, residence spatial design, contemporary Saudi housing
evolution
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