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Employment of Local Folklore Heritage
in Saudi Woman’s Theater

Dr. Ahmed S. Alatawi’

Abstract

Objectives: The studies that tackles Saudi women'’s theater with
an independent study are scarce. At its best, Saudi women’s
theater often is taught combined with the Saudi man’s
production in this field. This study approximates the Saudi
women theater to discuss the patterns of local folklore that the
Saudi woman uses in her theater and the mechanisms that she
uses to employ this heritage. The study includes preface three
sections and conclusion. Methods: This study approaches
women’s theatrical production by using the descriptive
approach that contributes to reading and analyzing plays
written by Saudi women to determine the patterns of local
folklore that the Saudi female writer employs in her theater and
the goals she wants to achieve from this employment. The plays
under study are: (Naqid) and (The Will) by Hamad al-
Shamlani, (The Exiles) by Abeer Al-Baz, (A Sincere Love) by
Maryam Al-Harthy, (Mother’s Axe) by Malhah Abdullah and
(Divorce) by Huda Al-Rashid. Results: This study revealed the
local folklore patterns used by the Saudi female writer, namely:
the local singing and popular poetry, the local folk tale, and the
local folk proverb. It also demonstrated the functions of each
pattern of local Saudi folklore that were included in Saudi
women’s theater. Conclusion: The study concludes that the
local folklore was present in the Saudi women’s theater. This
recruitment was not limited to a specific writer but instead
included a group of female writers, and it came to achieve
different functions in the theatrical script.

Keywords: Saudi woman'’s theater, Folklore, Folk singing, Folk
poetry, Folk proverb.

* University of Tabuk, Saudi Arabia, Email: a.s.alatawi@gmail.com
- Submitted: 20/12/2020, Revised: 21/3/2021, Accepted: 11/4/2021.

129

All Rights Reserved-Academic Publication Council-Kuwait University

To Cite p.130



(S glantl KV EN Y

SlilEsy wlad & elusisSs e Juola o shaadl asbis sanf .o
SV 5 T Sl Lla gl LY, Dadls o 31 3o
oo Taclne T3d Ula Joms 2017 iSa5a8) 3untal
Sy Ll L el Bl aad S Euaad il
) slelia¥l Do gaadl Lupall Elaall ey Taalas
Lol ety Lossaad) Lupal) Ehaad 3 (o 5531 Lo
Sanll BISs gl Loagaadl (o 3335 3 Zupplly Ll
Sl saly sl LaE L a3,
Al 5 LIl Lyl Epally ol Lol

sl £ smaally ool

a.s.alatawi@gmail.com : JiasY!

salgddiuadd
31yl Cos ?J &’_‘A.A.“ ‘:Fu_‘i.]‘ Sl b g .(2022) VN ((;SJJQA_“
.130-91 ‘(187)48 Loyl §ially podid) sl s dao . doa gl
https://www.doi.org/10.34120/0382-048-187-004

To Cite:

Alatawi, A. (2022). Employment of Local Folklore Heritage in Saudi
Woman'’s Theater. Journal of the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies,
48(187), 91-130.

https://www.doi.org/10.34120/0382-048-187-004

130




