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Public Policy Making in Kuwait
The Northern Economic Project as a Case Study”

Dr. Sarah J. Almutairi**
Dr. Hamad H. Albloshi ***

Abstract

Objectives: This paper analyzes the main factors that influence
public policy and decision making in Kuwait taking developing
the Northern Economic Project as a case study. It explores the
influence of the political environment on the public policy
vision in general and on the Project in particular. The study
does so through looking the impact of Kuwait political system
form, competition among political poles specifically among the
ruling family, the merchants class role, besides the one of the
execution and legislative authorities, as well as the freedom
margin in influencing the process of planning and executing the
Project on the ground. Method: Relying on a field study, we
present results based on elongated interviews with people who
have been directly involved in developing the Project. In
addition, we relied on tracing the development of the project
since its beginning. Six interviews were conducted with the
Project supervising team. These interviews were open-ended
and lasted two hours each. We also relied on officials’, and
Project in-charge people statements reported by the media.
Results: The paper concluded that Kuwait political system
form, competition among the poles of the ruling family, as well
among merchants, and their lobbies in the parliament and the
executive legislation authority are of a huge and negative
influence on the Project, and are the most prominent challenges
facing its development and execution. When compared to the

*The researchers wish to thank M/s Abeer Saleh for her help in this study.
** Kuwait University, E-mail: sarah.almutairi@ku.edu.kw

*** Kuwait University, E-mail: hamad.albloshi@gmail.com

-Submitted: 16/8/2020, Revised: 6/12/2020, Accepted: 8/12/2020.

All Rights Reserved-Academic Publication Council-Kuwait University 206

To Cite p. 208



v CugSl 3 doladl dusbinll ps

207

other factors, freedom margin, specifically of discussing
different government projects had little influence, though on
the contrary to the others, it has a positive impact on Project
planning. Conclusion: Study recommends employing the free-
dom margin in Kuwait to increase people awareness concern-
ing the importance of the Project, as well as exchanging
professional views about it.

Keywords: Public Policy, Decision Making, Political System,
The Ruling Family, The Merchant Class, The Northern
Economic Project.
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