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Horror themes in Qatari tales

Dr. Noora M. Alkhanji®V
Abstract

Objectives: To identify the themes of Horror in the Qatari
folk narrative by studying four folk tales. Method: Tex-
tual and inductive analysis of four stories. Results: The
study identified the horror themes in the Qatari folk tales,
which are: cannibalism, blood sucking, jinn, murder, death
by means of magic and talking with the dead. These themes
were present as central elements in the text, and were present
at times in lesser degrees, as they were apparent in the ac-
tions of the characters or as driving elements events or place
"furnishing". These themes intersected with their counter-
parts in Arab popular culture, and further research revealed
their presence in global folk tales. Cannibalism appeared in
the realistic and fictitious tale, i.e., it is an act attributed to
both humans and the jinn, unlike the blood sucking element
that was assigned to the jinn only. In addition, the presence
of the jinn constitutes in itself a theme of horror because it
is one of the unseen. As for killings, it appears in the real
story in a crudely and shocking way. We see death by means
of magic arising from being linked to words. Conclusion:
The study showed that horror was an important component
in building the four folk tales, through six themes: cannibal-
ism, blood sucking, jinn, murder, death by means of mag-
ic, and talking with the dead. The study found these themes
through comparisons between their formations in these tales,
their relationships with other narrative components, such as
personalities, events, time and space, and their centrality in
general narrative construction.

Keywords: Folk tales, narration, story, horror, Qatari
literature
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