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Career choices of Omani job seekers:
The economic justifications and determinants
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Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to reveal the career choices
of Omani job-seekers according to gender, age, and edu-
cational level, besides, determining the rationale for career
choices and their economic determinants. Method: Us-
ing the descriptive analytic method, the research obtained
data through an electronic questionnaire on the economic
rationale for career choices and their determinants for job
seekers. The study sample consisted of 13475 job seek-
ers from different governorates of Oman, of whom 53.5%
were males, and 46.5% were females. Results: The re-
sults showed that job seekers prefer working in the gov-
ernment sector over the private sector by 88.4% versus
11.6%. However, the age group of 25-29 chose to work
in both government and private sector by 40% to 42.5%.
University degree holders chose to work in the private sector
by 30.3%. As for the sectors of career choice, males chose
to work in the military, agricultural, and engineering sectors,
while females chose to work in the sectors of medicine and
health, education, banking, social and human services, com-
mercial and service, besides media and art. The age group
25-29 chose to work in a diverse career sector, while the age
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group 20-24 chose to work in the military sector. Holders of
a general education diploma chose to work in a variety of ca-
reer sectors, whereas holders of a university diploma select-
ed the engineering sector only, while holders of a bachelor’s
degree chose the sectors of education, commerce & services,
besides media and art. Conclusion: A statistically significant
differences had been found in most sectors of career choices
for job seekers according to the amount and adequacy of the
family monthly income, and family economic situation. The
differences were in favor of job seekers in families with low
income, whose economic status ranged between low to me-
dium.

Keywords: Career choices, economic rationale, eco-
nomic determinants, Omani job seekers
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