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Shelters for victims of violence against women in Kuwait:
Acceptance rates and justifications for rejection among citizens,
and their relationship to some demographic and cultural factors

Malak J. Alrasheed®
Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to explore the citizens’ acceptance
and rejection of establishing shelters for female and children’s
victims of violence, as well as the reason behind rejection. The
study also aimed to measure their knowledge of the shelters’ ser-
vices and the impact they have in relation to some demographic
and cultural factors that shape anti-shelters attitude. Method: The
study used a descriptive analytical approach, using social survey
method with a non-probability quota sample of 3524 participants,
using a 46 items paper questionnaire that included demographic
data, measures of intervention mechanisms, reasons for rejec-
tion, and knowledge of shelter services. Validity and reliability
procedures have been carried out. Results: The results revealed
that the opposing opinions were mostly due to fear of communi-
ty reactions, and social stigmatizing. It also revealed that there
were statistically significant differences between supporters and
opponents that could be attributed to gender, age, place and type
of residence, social and occupational status, cultural background,
and level of religiosity. Conclusion: There was a “cautious” ac-
ceptance to the idea of establishing shelters for victims of vio-
lence against kids and women in general, and the success of the
State’s efforts to resume the shelters their services requires creat-
ing mental and psychological climate among the society members
through community awareness and transparency of information
pertaining to Gender-based violence and ways to tackle it.

Keywords: women shelters, gender-based violence, Kuwait,
intervention mechanisms
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