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Journalism and the public budget in Kuwait:
Shadows of politics on public reforms

Dr. Anwar A. Al-Jazaf @

Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to identify the Kuwaiti news-
papers' tackling the general budget issues and to learn about
the topics related to articles concerning the general budget
issues. It also aimed to identify the frames of reference for
budget articles in the Kuwaiti press. Method: The study
used the survey method as the sample consisted of three
Kuwaiti newspapers: Al-Qabas, Al-Anba, and Al-Jarida. Re-
sults: The results showed that topics related to articles on
general budget issues in the Kuwaiti press were mostly po-
litical ones with a percentage of 44.3%, and that the frames
of reference were mostly conflict frameworks with a percent-
age of 40.9%, followed by frameworks concerning econom-
ic results with a percentage of 27.1%. Results also clearly
showed that all articles on general budget issues in the Ku-
waiti press were inconsistent with the government program,
i.e. at a rate of 100%, and that there are statistical significant
differences 0.01 in the topics related to the articles of the
general budget issues in the Kuwaiti press, in favor of the
political issues. Conclusion: The study recommends that it
is necessary to conduct budget reforms in Kuwait, rationing
unjustified budget waste, and enhancing the transparency of
public budget data through the media.

Keywords: Budget, journalism, content analysis, finan-
cial policy, Kuwait
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