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The Ornamentations of the Arch Frames in the
Windows and Doors of the Traditional Houses

20th 19th and in Old City of Hebron during the
Century

Adnan Ahmad Abu Dayyah*

Abstract

This research tackles the issue of studying and documenting the ornamentations
engraved on the arch frames in the windows and entrances of the traditional houses in
the Old City of Hebron. It mostly focused on the key of the arch in that some of them were
engraved on the column separating two adjacent windows.

The results of the research prove that the local artist was committed to engrave
geometric shapes or plants or scriptures without registering any form of animate beings,
in a case of commitment to prohibiting their drawing. As for the geometric shapes, they
varied between trapezoid, rhombus, square, rectangle, oval, fan and circle. As for the
plant forms, they varied between acanthus leaves, palm fronds, sunflowers, grape leaves,
four, five, six, seven and eight roses, lily, and cup flower. Another result is that the local
artist adhered to some characteristics of Islamic art while engraving his drawings, such
as balance, symmetry, movement, repetition and interlacing, while we did not find him
committed to some other ethics such as three-dimensional engraving, filling the void, and
being away from natural form or modification.

The research also revealed the extent of richness and technical capabilities of the
architects who lived in the period of the study. It aimed to know the ideas and ideologies
that influenced the artist and architect who oversaw the local architecture in the Old city
of Hebron.

As for the study method, the researcher followed the statistical and documentary
study method, supported by historical and technical analysis. The research material was
collected through field tours in the quarters of the Old City of Hebron.
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