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Semiotics of the Images on Social
Media Signifying the Boycott of Western
Products during Al- Agsa Flood Crisis
in 2023: An Analytical Study

Mohammad Alshemmari*

Abstract

The study focuses on analyzing the meanings, symbols, and both internal and
external components utilized in the boycott of Western products during the Al-Aqgsa Flood
crisis, originating from Gaza. The research aims to unravel the visual language structure
present in social media images, delve into the symbolism and color palette, and scrutinize
the underlying connotations. Employing a semiotic analysis approach, encompassing
both denotative and connotative aspects, the research utilizes a survey method and a
semiotic analysis tool on a Facebook sample of images related to boycotting Western
products during the Al-Agsa Flood crisis from October 7 to the Al-Agsa truce on November
24, 2023.

The findings reveal the deliberate use of child imagery in boycott images, acting as
a visual symbol connoting innocence, vulnerability, unity, and fear. This imagery reflects
the violence endured by Palestinian children during the crisis. The images vividly portray
the impact of war on Palestinian children, employing consistent color backgrounds —
black signifies mourning and loss, red symbolizes war and bloodshed, while gray depicts
destruction and building collapse in Gaza.

The visual language employed in these boycott images is crafted to evoke
emotions, with each color carrying a specific meaning. Black represents mourning, red
conveys the horror of war, and gray encapsulates the destruction witnessed in Gaza. The
poignant use of child imagery becomes a powerful symbol, emphasizing innocence amid
conflict. Through semiotic analysis, this study unveils the nuanced meanings conveyed
through color and symbols in social media images, providing valuable insights into the
visual narrative of the Western product boycott during the Al-Agsa Flood crisis.

Keywords: the semiotics of the image, boycott of western products, social networking
sites, Al-Aqgsa Flood 2023.
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