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The Utopia virtuous between Al-Farabi
and Averroes (Ibn Rushd)

Abdulaziz Sayed Hashem’

Abstract

Utopia is the greatest dream of all people, especially philosophers and thinkers
especially philosophers and thinkers who aspire to establish the foundations of a political
system that ensures happiness for everyone. Al-Farabi and Ibn Rushd were amongst the
foremost contributors to this topic; Al-Farabi wrote ‘The Virtuous City, and lbn Rushd
explained Plato’s ‘Republic.

The aim of the research is to examine the efforts of Al-Farabi and Ibn Rushd in
one of the most important aspects of the utopia, which is the moral aspect. The research
included four sections that discuss the following: Biographies of the two philosophers,
their motivations for discussing utopia, and the non-utopian cities.

The problem of the research lies in identifying the moral aspects mentioned in the
utopia -whether positive or negative — and the stance of both Al-Farabi and Ibn Rushd’s
on them.

| employed the principles of scientific research following the descriptive approach,
then the analytical approach, and finally the comparative approach.

One of the most significant research finding is that Al-Farabi and Ibn Rushd were
not merely transmitters or commentators of Platonic political thought, but they also added
the originality of their thoughts.

They have linked politics and ethics, and they perceived that these two concepts
are interwind that accomplish happiness and how it is achieved.

Finally, the Islamic influence on the city of Al-Farabi and Ibn Rushd is faded, while
the Platonic influence is evident. We had hoped that the philosophers would not follow
Plato in racist issues rejected by logic and religion; and that they would invoke the Islamic
model of that city that was realized on the ground during the era of the Prophet, peace be
upon him, alongside with his Rightly Guided Caliphs.
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