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Magic Bowl Preserved in the Georgian National
Museum (Tbilisi) under Record Number 3690, It
Has Not Been Published Before: An Artistic Ar-
chaeological Study

Shebl Ibrahim Ebaid*

Abstract

Magic bowls are among the important metal artifacts because they contain
inscriptions, supplications, and magical incantations.

The research is concerned with the study of a magic bowl preserved in the
National Museum (Simon Janashia) in Tiflis, bearing record number 3690, and the various
decorations on it.

The study aims to describe this magic bowl in an artistic way, with an analysis
of the most important decorative elements and inscriptions, and their relevance to the
function of the magic bowl. In addition to the drawings of the astrological signs and
magical talismans, the problem of the study lies in the fact that the bowl is not dated,
then we will date it by comparing it with other bowls dated or executed with the same
decorative elements through a comparative descriptive and analytical approach.

Among the results of the study are the following:

+ This magic bowl was characterized by the diversity of the contents of the
inscriptions executed on it between religious and sectarian inscriptions and
supplications. Among them is the “Al-Qadh Definitions ".

» The study confirmed that the magic bowl has been owned by several people
during successive periods of time, and this is explained by scraping the name of
the bowl owner written on the base in Persian.

» The study proved that among the names that were given to magic bowls during
the Safavid era was the name of "Bowl of Supplication".

+ The study suggested, based on comparisons with other bowls, that this bowl
was attributed to Iran during the Safavid era near the end of the first half of the
eleventh century A.H./ 17 A.D.

This masterpiece needs restoration and maintenance due to its high artistic and
archaeological value.

Keywords: Magic bowl, National Museum, Tiflis, plant decorations, epigraphic
inscriptions Al-Qadh Definitions, magic incantations, astrological towers.
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Al- Quran Al-krim.

IbrahTm gm‘haa, Drast fan tatwr al-ktabat al-kafth ‘la al-ahgar fi Misr fi al-qran al-hmsh al-'adla
m‘a drash mgarnh Ihdh al-ktabat f7 bga“ ahra mn al-‘alm al-islamt,Cairo : dar al-fkr al-‘rb7, 1969,
P. 45.

Abn tawus, abu al-gasm ‘IT bn masa bn §fr al-hsTnT: (664 A.H. / 1265), mnhg al-d'wat wa mnhg
al-'badat, Introduced by: hsin al-'a‘lmT, Beirut, Lebanon: 1414A.H., 1994, PP. 117 — 119.
‘bdalrazq, ahmd: al-fnan al-islamth f1 al-‘'srTn al-'atabT walmmlak, Cairo: kit al-'adab- gamt ‘In
Sms 2003, P.123.

‘bdalrazq, ahmd: " adwa’ gdidh a tast al-hdh walnqas al-mdanh ‘1Tha", mglt mrkz al-drasat al-
brdTh walnqas, gamt Tn $ms: No. 22, 2005, P.249.

Gasek, Adam : fT Im al-mhtat al-rbT, translated by: Murad tdgat, reviewed by: Faisal Al- hffan,-
Cairo: Mm‘hd al-mhtatat al-'rbTa, Cairo, 1437 A.H. /2016, P.218.
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msrih, record No. 9- m miqat fars, mhtt rsalt dktarah, kit al-'atar- gamt al-qahri, 1418A.H./
1998.

Fda’ilT, hbTb al-Ih : atls hat wa hatatan , Afshan: angmn atar mli Afshan, 1350A.H., PP. 323- 324.
Nwysr, hsni mhmd: "alt'ash al-shrh (tast al-hdh) ma ‘ITha mn ktabat wa ma t&fth mn amrad"”,
mglt kit al-atar gamt al-qahrt: al-No. 6, 1995, P.54

Itah, hstn ‘bd al-rhim: al-m'adn dmn ktab al-qahrh tarthha fntinha atarha, Cairo: mu’sst al-
‘ahram, 1975, P.371.

DTmand, m.s.: al-fnan al-islamth, translated by : ahmd ‘Tsi, 2" ed., 1958, P57 .

Hsn, zkT mhmd: atls al-fnan al-zhrftt waltsawyr al-islamtt, Cairo: 1956, p. 83.
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KiTt al-'atar gam't al-qahrh: No.17, 2013- 2014, P.47.

‘b1d, 8bl ibrahTm: al-ktabat al-"atrth ‘li al-m‘adn fT al-‘srin al-timarT walsfwy, Cairo: dar al-gahrh
litba'h, 2007, P.249.

Al-sath, $§Tma’: "ttar al-ktabat ‘la mgmat $wahd gbar mn al-iskndrih", mgli mskat, tbt azart al-
dualh I8’itn al-'atar: No. 5, 2010/2011, P.192.

swylm , ‘adl ‘bdalmn‘m: al-it§ahat al-'qa’idih walfkrth f al-‘'sr al-sfwy G'atrha ‘la al-fntin al-is-
lamTh, PhD thesis, kIt al-'adab- §amt ‘Tn 8ms, 1994 , P.111.

Mhmd , ‘bd al-lh ‘bd al-rhmn: ht al-tlit G’ahmTth al-tsk1lTh fT asthdat tkwynat htth mbtkrh, Master
thesis, kIt al-trbTh- gamt am al-gri, Saudia Arabia, 1422A.H., P. 38.

Arslan , IT al-b: "alht al-tbT ‘nd al-‘atrak", translated by: shil saban, mglt al-dwarh- tsdr ‘n dart
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al-mlk ‘bd al-'ziz: No. 1, mhrm 1428A.H. , P. 221.

RahgTri, 17 : tarTh mhtsr ht GsTr ha$nwysi dr Tran, Tahran: m§'l azadi, 1349A.H., PP.72-75.
Al-abdin, ‘IT zin: al-msag al-§bT f1 msr, Cairo: al-hT'ih al-msrih al-'amh liktab, 1974, PP. 219-
220.
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ed by: b&Tr mhmd ‘Tan, Riyadh: mktbt al-mu’td, P. 330.

Al-fr, mhmd fhd ‘bdallh : ttar al-ktabat walnqus fT al-hgaz mnd fgr al-islam hta mntsf al-qrn al-
sab’ al-hgrT, rsalt magstir, kit al-8rT'h waldrasat al-islamth, Saudia Arbia, §amt al-mlk ‘bdal‘z1z,
1400A.H./ 1980, P.38.

Mrzaq , mhmd ‘bdal‘ziz: al-fntn al-zhrfth al-islamth fT al-‘'sr al-tmanf, al-qahrh: al-hT’ih al-msrTh
al-‘amh Iiktab,1997, P.149.

‘bd al-hfiz, mhmd I7: aggal al-m‘adn f1 al-qahrh al-tmanth fi da’ mgma‘at mtahf al-qahrh wa
‘ma’irha al-'atrth, master thesis, kIt al-'atar- gam‘t al-qahrh, 1995, P.155.
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walstbant 771- 1008A.H./ 1369- 1599 fT mdintT smrgnd 0Shrsz drash atarth fnth, Master thesis,
KiTt al-'atar- gam al-qahrh, 1440A.H. / 2018, PP. 321 — 325,
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sis, kit al-'atar- gam al-qahrt, 1431A.H./ 2010m, PP.11- 20.
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