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The Phenomenon of the Aristotelian
Astonishment according fo Hazem al-Qirtajni
in His Book "Minhaj al-Bulagha'a"

Mohammed Abdullah Alyasin*

Abstract

This paper deals with the concept of wonderment in the books of literary and
philosophical criticism since it was referred to in Aristotle’s “The Art of Poetry” until it
reached Hazem Al-Qirtagani. This book has been passed through Arab philosophers and
translators such as Ibn Senna and Ibn Rushd. It focuses on the efforts of Al-Qirtagani to
this field in his book “Minhaj Albulaga'a ”, from which the true meaning of wonderment
understood by Al-Qirtagani. The study discusses Al-Qirtajni’s connection to the poetic
issues that occupied ancient criticism such as simulation and imagination, truth and lies,
and pattern and rhythm.

The research aims to highlight the role of Al-Qirtagani in developing the concept
of wonderment based on the available philosophical sources and opinions that deal with
the issues of art and poetry, using his unique critical ability to apply it to Arabic poetry.

The researcher started from several questions, and he attempted to answer them in
a systematic scientific way, such as: What is wonderment? How did Aristotelian criticism
deal with it? How did mistranslation contribute to the divergence of the Arab philosophical
conception from its Greek counterpart? And what is the effect of the Arab philosophers in
transmitting this perception on the mistakes they made when applying it to Arabic poetry?
and whether Al-Qartajani had invested the concept of wonderment in a different way based
on these perceptions in his book “Minhaj Albulaga'a”?

The research concluded that the concept of wonderment, of an Aristotelian origin,
went through different moral changes according to the Arabic translations of the book
“The Art of Poetry”. According to the understanding of each critic of the mentioned issue
of wonderment, Al-Qirtagani’s concept of wonderment merged with the components of the
poem and its technical and formal elements, as well as being associated with the states
of interpretation, reception and intersection with many of the modern poetic terms in that
field.
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