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History of the Term’ Tarjama' [to Translate]in
the Arab Cultural Context (in the Nineteenth
& Twentieth Century)

Mohamed Said Raihani’

Abstract

The present research, History of the Term Tarjama [To Translate] in the Arab Cultural
Context (in the Nineteenth & Twentieth Century), sheds light on some of the dark aspects
of Arabic scientific research in translation studies. It focuses on such problematic issues
as translation terminology that has not had its share of serious research: the term Tarjama.

Methodologically speaking, the research resorts to an analytico-diachronic approach
under the guidance of in-depth questions:

Were the nineteenth-century translation battles authentic facades for the Second
Arab Renaissance or were they proxy wars for external parties?

What are the justifications for the uniqueness of the term Tarjama in the twentieth-
century translation landscape and what are its dimensions?

The present research reaches two important results in searching for answers to
the latter issues. The first one is that the Arabic Nineteenth-Century Renaissance was
two-headed. The first head, the Egyptian one, defended /slamisation the godfather of
which was Rifaat Rafie Al-Tahtawi. The second head, originally from the Levant, defended
Secularisation the godfather of which was Boutros Al-Bustani. Consequently, the terms
used to refer to the translation practice were different. The former trend, which defended
the Arabic traditional style with a Qur’anic flavour opted for ‘Arraba [to Arabicise] as their
official term denoting the act and practice of translation. the latter trend, which aspires for
more openness to the clear and plain journalistic style, opted for Tarjama [to Translate] as
their official term.

The second result is that the twentieth century witnessed the victory of the verb
Tarjama over all the other terms that prevailed throughout Arab history.

Key Words: translation studies, translate, arabise, arabicize, arabisation, Rifa’ah
Rafi’ al-Tahawi, Butrus al-Bustani.
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Calypso, étonnée et attendrie de
voir dans une si vive jeunesse
tant de sagesse et d’éloquence.
Ne pouvait rassasier ses
yeux en le regardant. Et elle
demeurait en silence. Enfin, elle
lui dit: "Télémaque, nous vous
apprendrons ce qui est arrivé a
votre péere. Mais I'histoire en est
longue”.
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