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Temporal Shifts and their Impact on
Mask Poetry: The Poem “A Mask for
Majnun Laila” by Mahmoud Darwish
as an Example

Ali Qasim Alkalbani’

Abstract

This research addresses the problem arising from the use of the mask technique in
modern poetry, the most important of which is the parallelism in tenses and sounds. The
research aims to study the temporal nature of the mask poem to reveal the inner tenses
in the mask poem and the temporal phenomena related to them and their impact on the
textual vision and the overall meaning. This was explained by applying it to the text (A
Mask for Majnun Laila) by Mahmoud Darwish.

The research adopted phenomenological interpretation as an approach to
understanding time in poetry, considering time as a phenomenon of consciousness and
dealing with the times of the text as internal times existing in consciousness.

The research found that the mask poem is based on temporal transformations that
allow the combination of temporal experiences of different temporal selves. The temporal
experiences in the poem (A Mask for Majnun Laila) were related to the character (Laila),
which turned out to be a temporal source symbolizing (Palestine). The mask’s mission
here was to reach ‘Layla/Palestine’ guided by its temporal presence, however it failed due
to the difference in their temporal nature and Layla’s control over its time. This caused
the escalation of temporal issues suffered by the mask and increased the temporal
burden, leading to its downfall at the end of the poem. Despite this, the poem revealed
that the transformations accompanying the love for ‘Layla/Palestine’ are transformations
in the time of love only. Conversely, it proved that the issues related to the appearance,
disappearance, or orbiting around ‘Layla/Palestine’ are due to temporal disparity. The
research recommended considering the poem as a temporal experience and that it is a
general temporal subject that includes the objective times arising in it. It also recommended
understanding temporal transformation in the sense of temporal wandering and hesitation.
Moreover, it recommended understanding the past, present, and future times as temporal
meanings taken from the original connection of time.

Keywords: interpretation, Transfers, Temporality, Poetry, Tranquility, Mahmoud Darwish’s
poem.
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