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Architecture in Saudi Arabian Novels:
A Cultural Semiotic Study
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Abstract

The research explores the relationship between narrative and place by examining
the architectural landmarks within it. Architecture is influenced by narrative in its
composition and techniques, while narrative benefits from architecture’s elements and
design concepts. The research focuses on place’s architecture and its semiotic signals,
examining the manifestations of architecture in four Saudi novels: ‘One Night in Dubai’
, "The Highest Part of the Horizon', "Shadow Government’, and "My Love." These novels
have been influential in their structure and content. The study investigates the contextual
use of architecture in the novels. It goes beyond the traditional communicative functions
of architecture to examine the relationships that govern these architectural structures as
semiotic frameworks originating from diverse cultural dimensions.

These dimensions, whether related to pre-architectural design or architecture,
go beyond their realistic connotations. They establish an imaginative construction with
interconnected semiotic and cultural connotations embedded within the narrative texts.
These architectural dimensions are linked to elements such as place, time, events,
characters, and narrators, and their functions vary depending on their relationship
with the texts. The research highlights the narrative shaping of modern architecture,
the interplay between architecture, history, imagination, and places significance on the
mysticism space.

Architecture, a semiotic and cultural field, can be used in critical approaches to

poetic and narrative models, exploiting its inherent semiotics and connection to imaginative
worlds.
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