42/167

sl ol

=

2024 uulnum

Published by the Academic Publication Council of Kuwait University. All rights reserved.

Transformations of the Marginal:
A Reading in the Poetry of Ibn
Ammar Al-Andalusi

Feryal Alali*

Abstract

This study tracks shifts between margin and center in the life of poet lbn Ammar
Al-Andalusi, and their impact on his poetry, in light of the cultural criticism approach. This
issue is considered one of the main and basic issues within basic critical issues that he
cares for and pays attention to.

The study briefly deals with the problematic term "margin’, and the criteria for
center and margin in Andalusian culture. It also reviews the most prominent studies that
dealt with Ibn Ammar’s poetry according to different critical approaches. The applied
section presents an analysis of the impact of lbn Ammar’s placement, in the margin or
center, on his poetry in a chronological hierarchy explaining all stages of his life and its
transformations from his birth (422 AH /1031 AD) until his murder by Al-Mu’tamid (477 AH/
1086 AD).

This study concludes that Ibn Ammar’s poetry remained dependent throughout
his life on his position in margins or in center; he wrote his best poetry when he was in the
margins because he needed to extricate himself from a life that was imposed on him, or to
save himself from a foolishness he committed.

While being in center, his poetry decreased in quantity and quality; his political and
social situation saved him from earning from poetry.

Though the biography of Ilbn Ammar exists in some historical sources, it is
dependent on the biography of the kings who saved him but he drowned them, a biography
that neither a historian nor a critic sympathize with. Some critics’ judgments on him
were very harsh; his destiny was to live marginally and die marginally. Even in his central
position, he never left the margin, nor did the margin leave him; not his life, historical,
biography or his poetry.

Keywords: Center and Margin, Cultural Criticism, Andalusian Poetry, lbn Ammar
Al-Andalusi, The Era of Kings of Sects.
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