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Abstract

This study investigates the origins and development of museums, focusing on the Kuwait
National Museum as an applied model reflecting the current state of museum practice in Kuwait.
The research problem centers on the limited academic attention this cultural institution has
received, despite its historical and symbolic significance. The study aims to examine the museum’s
institutional evolution, structure, affiliated museums, and broader role in cultural engagement.

To achieve these objectives, the study adopts a dual-method approach. The first component
provides a theoretical overview of the historical development of museums worldwide. The second
involves fieldwork, including direct visits and statistical analysis of visitor data collected from the
Kuwait National Museum and its affiliated institutions during 2022 and 2023.

Findings reveal substantial variation in visitor turnout across museums, driven by factors
such as location, diversity of programs, and cooperation with educational entities. In 2023, there
was a notable rise in visits from public school students and official delegations. Conversely, the
Sheikh Mubarak Kiosk Museum saw a significant drop, largely due to the Souq Al-Mubarakiya fire.

The study recommends strengthening institutional partnerships with the Ministry of
Education, enhancing public outreach, upgrading exhibition environments, digitizing collections,
and integrating museums into national educational tourism strategies. By offering a comprehensive
analysis, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of the museum landscape in Kuwait
and highlights the evolving role of museums in preserving national identity and encouraging
cultural participation.

Keywords: museums, Kuwait National Museum, museum culture, heritage, vsitors,
national identity, cultural statistics.
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