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Contemporary Arab Philosophy in the Orbit of
Freedom

Frank Darwiche”

Abstract

This article investigates the evolution of the concept of freedom in contemporary Arab
philosophy, tracing its trajectory across different intellectual frameworks, from traditional juridical,
mystical, and ethical references to modern and postcolonial reformulations. The central research
problem lies in the persistent ambiguity of the notion of freedom: caught between Western liberal
categories and the potential for indigenous grounding within Arab thought. The concept oscillates
between aspirations for individual emancipation and the weight of social and religious constraints.
Methodologically, the study adopts a phenomenological-analytical approach, combining a critical
historical reading of classical sources with a deconstructive engagement with contemporary
philosophical and political debates. The results point to three major stages: a juridical stage,
where freedom is framed within the logic of legality and moral duty; a mystical and ethical stage,
in which freedom is lived as an inner existential experience; and a contemporary postcolonial
stage, characterized by oscillation between uncritical Western importation and attempts at
local philosophical rooting. The study argues that overcoming this impasse requires a renewed
philosophical vision that conceives freedom as a dual structure (al-muthanna), realized only
through its relational dynamics with the other, temporality, and language. It concludes with the
recommendation to liberate the concept of freedom from narrow ideological uses and to open
it toward an existential, dialogical, and practical horizon that reconnects thought with action and
society, thereby enabling the emergence of a renewed Arab horizon of freedom.

Keywords: freedom, Contemporary Arab Philosophy, Figh, Sufism, Postcolonialism,
Phenomenology, Duality (al-muthanna).
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