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The Semiotics of the Love of Power in
Al-Mutanabbi’s Poem “Wahar Qalbah”

Mohammed Ali Algablani

Abstract

This study aims to examine the desire for authority and power in Al-Mutanabbi’s poem “Wahar
Qalbah” and to uncover the manifestations of this desire within the poem, along with the suggestive
connotations it produces. The research adopts the procedures of the semiotics of passions as a
critical methodology, seeking to answer the following questions: How is the overarching desire
represented in the poem “Wahar Qalbah”? What secondary passions contributed to enriching this
primary desire within the text? And how did this desire contribute to the poetic quality of the text?
The nature of the topic required the research to be divided into an introduction, followed by a
theoretical prelude and three main sections. The first section is dedicated to presenting the lexical
and semantic manifestations of authority. The second section offers an analytical study of the explicit
and implicit semiotic appearances of the desire for authority in the poem. The third section explores
the stages of the pathic schema of this desire, starting with the pathic axis stage and concluding
with the stage of ethical refinement. The conclusion presented the most significant findings of the
study, the most important of which are: The semiotics of the desire for authority in Al-Mutanabbi’s
poem “Wahar Qalbah” revealed a departure from the lexical meaning and conventional expressions
of “authority” through the performative force of enunciation, which conveyed the emotions, impulses,
and sensations of the poetic self.

Keywords: semiotics of passions, Al-Mutanabbi’'s poem “Wahar Qalbah”, desire for
authority, overt passion, implicit passion.
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