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Care Ethics: A Presentation and Critique in
the Context of Global Justice

Marzouq A. Alnusf

Abstract

Care ethics centers the practice and value of care as a source of normative claims. It
emerged in the U.S. around the 1980s and developed various frameworks, one of which expands
care ethics’s domain to include global justice, i.e., phenomena that transcend national borders
and raise ethical and political issues between individuals, peoples, and states. That framework is
the focus of this paper.

The paper begins with a brief, yet comprehensive, overview of care ethics, leading up
to its arguments concerning global justice. The main thesis of the paper is that care ethics is
not yet sufficient for deriving normative claims for global justice. The thesis is argued for via
detailed presentation and critique of one of the most ambitious care ethics theories, developed
by Daniel Engster (1965). | present five objections to Engster’'s account, then compare it with
another approach to global justice, which is Martha Nussbaum’s (1947) capabilities approach.

The paper uses a critical analytic methodology to present and critique Engster’s theory. It
also employs a comparative methodology when dealing with Nussbaum’s capabilities approach
and theory.

There are two main contributions of this paper. First, it engages some of the most
important developments in a one of the most unique, but relatively marginalized, theories in
philosophy. Second, it focuses on two seldom connected areas, which are care ethics and global
justice. The result is a clear, detailed, and novel exploration and critique of care ethics.
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