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The Verb ‘daraba’ in the Context of Light
Verbs: A Semantic and Functional Study

Nayyaf Razgan H AL Anazi’

Abstract

The present article aims to study the Arabic light verb /daraba/ (basic meaning "to hit or
strike") from a semantic-functional perspective by revisiting its meanings and structural behavior
as registered by old and modern lexicons cited in linguistic sources. It accomplishes this aim by
citing Quranic texts and analyzing these texts through an introduction and three sections. Section
(1) is entitled "The verb /daraba/ in the light of its multi-meanings"; Section (2) is entitled "The verb
/daraba/ as a light verb"; Section (3), however, is titled "The syntactic function of the verb /daraba/"
as a light verb; and a conclusion. It is well-known that old and new Arabic lexicons have expanded
on listing the structures and meanings associated with the verb /daraba/ and still do in a renewed
and continuous way. One example of this expansion is the inclusion of this verb among Arabic
light verbs or supporting verbs in the light of modern linguistic studies. This has been done in a
narrow form that does not provide adequate arguments in favor of considering this verb among
light or semantically empty verbs throughout studying the meanings of this verb /daraba/, its
semantic changes, the reasons behind its loss of meaning, and exploring its relationship with the
collocating nominals and the effects of this relationship on the verb’s syntactic function. This is
the problem of the study. The study follows a descriptive methodology based on various texts and
scientific views from different sources especially modern linguistic studies. The study concluded
that the verb /daraba/ is a light or semantically empty verb, according to its meanings as stated by
(Mel’¢uk) and the reasons behind its loss of meaning and its effect on its semantic and functional
aspects.
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