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The Relationship Between Rhyme and Syn-
tactic Deviation in the Diwan "Saqt al-Zand'
and Its Impact on Meaning

Yasser Waled Mannoun”

Abstract

This study examines the effect of rhyme on shaping certain phenomena of structural
deviation, such as inversion, ellipsis, and substituting explicit forms with implicit ones. It explores the
relationship between these structural deviations and rhyme, as well as their active role at the end
of verses or in relation to their endings. The study focuses on stylistics, aiming to analyze style and
its effects, noting how it varies from one poet to another by tracking phenomena that deviate from
standard norms, this is because language in creative discourse differs from language in ordinary
discourse. While language in ordinary discourse adheres to a conventional linguistic framework to
convey a practical communicative meaning, language in creative discourse seeks to transcend this
conventional aspect to achieve an artistic purpose as much as it serves as a means of conveying
meaning.

The research addresses the problem of the extent to which rhyme is related to structural
deviation, the reciprocal relationship between the two, and their impact on meaning. It investigates
how this manifests in Abu Al-Ala Al-Maarri’s Saqqat Al-Zand. The study concludes that achieving
rhyme often necessitates structural deviation, which is chosen because it aligns with the meaning
the poet seeks to convey. This choice is deliberately designed to integrate with rhyme, enhancing
its refinement, effectiveness, and stylistic beauty—a harmony that would not emerge without the
structural deviation employed in rhyme.

The research also finds that grammatical structures possess flexibility, enabling poets
to meet the dual demands of semantics and rhyme constraints. The study adopts a descriptive
methodology to trace and analyze these issues, revealing the poet’s intent behind using structural
deviation in rhyme. It recommends further attention to stylistic phenomena that creators employ to
express their ideas and creative experiences.
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