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The Treatment of Lexical Entries:
A Comparative Study of Renaissance
Dictionaries
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Abstract

This study examines the distinctions among three Renaissance-era Arabic dictionaries:
Muheet al-Muheet by Butrus al-Bustani, Agrab al-Mawarid by Saeed al-Shartouni, and Al-Bustan
by Abdullah al-Bustani. Contrary to allegations of plagiarism against Aqrab al-Mawarid and
Al-Bustan, our analysis reveals that these works are not mere replicas of Muheet al-Muheet.
We assess definition-related aspects to substantiate this claim through a comprehensive
evaluation of the dictionaries.

Butrus al-Bustani’s Muheet al-Muheet broadened linguistic collection by incorporating
neologisms and scientific terms. However, it is laden with archaic terms, encyclopedic content,
and an excessive inclusion of colloquial language and regional dialects without explicit
guidelines. Additionally, al-Bustani uncritically integrated Orientalist additions and employed
literary citations that diverged from the dictionary’s lexicographic purpose.

In contrast, Saeed al-Shartouni’s Aqrab al-Mawarid exhibits a clear lexicographic
methodology, reflecting an advanced understanding of dictionary compilation. His distinctive
approach is evident in his systematic definitions and explanations, establishing criteria for
selecting lexical entries and addressing challenges in term definitions. He enhanced practicality
by eliminating redundancies, introducing new entries, updating definitions, and incorporating
colloquial expressions. His contributions significantly advanced Arabic lexicography, removing
the encyclopedic nature present in Muheet al-Muheet.

Abdullah al-Bustani’s Al-Bustan benefited from al-Shartouni’s methodology, refining
the dictionary’s scope. He emphasized modern concepts and made efforts to exclude colloquial
meanings and regional usages. These findings demonstrate clear differences among the three
dictionaries in conception and implementation, affirming the independence of al-Shartouni and
Abdullah al-Bustani, and refuting claims that they merely copied Muheet al-Muheet.

Keywords: lexicography authorship, lexicographic text, dictionary entries, dictionary
definition, lexical units, grammatical units.
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