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The Islamic Town of Al-Suqya in Al-Ula Gover-
norate, Northwest of Saudi Arabia: Its Name,
History, and Geographical Location

Mohammad Shabib Alsubaie®

Abstract

The Islamic town of al-Suqya is situated in the al-Ula Governorate, in the northwest region
of Saudi Arabia, approximately 75 kilometers south of the governorate’s administrative center.
Al-Sugya was a prominent station along both the Shami and Egyptian Hajj routes, playing a
significant role in the historical context of the Islamic world. The town is linked to the life of the
Prophet Muhammad and existed during both the Umayyad and Abbasid periods, featuring a
diverse range of architectural units and facilities.

However, by the end of the Abbasid era, al-Suqya faded from the collective memory of the
local population, and its exact location remains unknown to this day. As a result, contemporary
scholars remain uncertain about the precise site of the town. Given that al-Sugya has not
been thoroughly studied, this research primarily focuses on its historical, geographical and
archaeological aspects. It includes a comparative analysis of other contemporary Islamic sites,
an examination of early Islamic texts, and the integration of aerial imagery and geographical
maps to support the investigation.

The research reached several important results related to the importance of the town of
al-Suqgya throughout Islamic history, its name by which it was known, its historical and cultural
chronology, the investigation of its geographical location, and identifying the most prominent
Islamic monuments and landmarks it contains.

The research recommends conducting more specialized scientific studies on al-Suqya,
and carrying out extensive archaeological surveys and excavations to uncover more information
about the cultural identity of the site.
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