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Time, Place, Death in the Poem: | Don’t Want
This Poem to End by Mahmoud Darwish

Amani Soleiman Dawoud”

Abstract

This study aims to reveal the artistic and aesthetic vision related to the presence of place,
time and death in the poem (I Don’t Want this Poem to End) by Mahmoud Darwish. It seeks
to clarify the existential dilemma represented by the poem through contemplating the duality
of place and time from which the poet’s debate emerged with the idea of death and confusion
towards outcomes and the question of destiny. The study endeavored from a methodological
approach which analyses the poem critically - by benefiting from what the stylistic approach
provides in terms of tools that aid description and analysis - and contemplates the internal vision
of the poem as an aesthetic structural component, and the external vision that places the poem
in its cultural, psychological and historical context.The study concluded that the poet surrendered
to death as an inevitable temporal event. From Darwish’s perspective - at the end of his life -
time appeared as a trap and a plot. From an artistic and stylistic angle, the poet was able to
create a rhythmic, compositional, structural, and semantic combination that enriched the poem
and infused it with spirit. The study recommended directing researchers to approach and study
the poem from aesthetic and visionary perspectives through multiple approaches. Its stylistic
richness and richness of semantic layers need to be unpacked.
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