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Teaching Culture in the Context of Foreign
Languages: An Analytical Perspective
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Abstract

The teaching of culture has long been a contentious topic among researchers in foreign
language education due to the complex questions it raises, such as: What is culture? What is
its relationship with language? Which culture should be prioritized in teaching? Who are the
target learners? Additionally, there are concerns about the role of learners’ native culture when
interacting with the target culture and how to avoid reinforcing stereotypes in cultural teaching.
The key issue is how to develop intercultural competence that balances learners’ native culture
with the target culture, enabling them to act as cultural mediators without disregarding their own
cultural identities.This study aims to explore these questions through an analytical review of
global research on the relationship between culture and foreign language teaching. The findings
indicate that teaching culture in a stereotypical method can negatively impact learning, while
acknowledging learners’ cultural backgrounds enhances understanding and interaction with the
target culture. The study underscores that it is possible to foster intercultural competence that
helps learners maintain their cultural identity while acquiring a new culture.

This study recommends that researchers focus on developing innovative teaching
methods that incorporate culture into language learning in a way that respects and balances
cultural diversity. It also emphasizes the importance of empowering learners to become
cultural mediators capable of effective communication in a multicultural world. By shedding
light on successful practices and proven strategies, this approach contributes to building strong
intercultural skills, enabling learners to engage positively and constructively with various cultures,
and promoting deeper global understanding.

Keywords: linguistic competence, foreign language, intercultural competence, target
culture, Intercultural Culture.
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