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Definitional Approaches to Rhetorical
Terms: Applied Procedures Through
Epistemological Systems

Hoda Ibrahim Alnabawy”

Abstract

This research aims to reveal the diversity of multiple methods of definition that was
employed by ancient rhetoricians in formulating rhetorical terms. It seeks to highlight the
varying degrees of definitional adequacy exhibited by these methods and delves into the
epistemological foundations and intellectual frameworks that underpinned these definitions.
The research emphasizes that the process of definition is neither arbitrary nor chaotic but
rather a systematic cognitive endeavor grounded in methodological principles. This methodical
approach, often overlooked by rhetoricians, has led to a proliferation of rhetorical definitions.
The research addresses the lack of justification for these definitions and their failure to be
contextualized within the epistemic frameworks from which they originated. By employing an
inductive-descriptive approach, the research examines the definitions provided by rhetoricians
and reveals that the multiplicity of definitional methods is a result of the diverse purposes and
goals they serve.The research further demonstrates that definition is a theory, as it is a network
of extended relationships between its formulators and their beliefs. With definitional methods
varying, the terminological definition occupies the highest stage of maturity sought by the
definitional process, while maintaining connections and avoiding contradictions with the other
two methods. This research advocates further study of rhetorical definitions, examining the
cognitive and intellectual contexts that shaped them. It proposes exploring other systems that
influenced theorists’ choices in defining terms, particularly considering the growing scholarly
interest in terminology.

Keywords: rhetorical definitions, epistemological frameworks, lexical definition, logical
definition, the terminological definition.
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