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Abstract

This study examines the political relations between North Korea and Tanzania and South
Korea’s reaction from 1964 to 1985. The primary aim of this study is to shed light on the key
events that shaped these relations, particularly given Tanzania’s proximity to colonial regimes.
During this period, North Korea aimed to spread communist ideology, reduce Western influence
inTanzania and compete with South Korea. In this pursuit, North Korea commenced the creation
of a market for its products on the continent and aimed at securing the support of Tanzania
and the Third World for its cause against South Korea and the United States. Additionally, North
Korea worked to monitor and diminish South Korean influence in Tanzania and across Africa by
strengthening relations with it in various fields to serve political objectives. Relations between
the two countries, North Korea and Tanzania, were also strengthened through reciprocal
diplomatic visits and aid to Tanzania until 1985. The study relied on the historical research
method and its various tools, drawing on several historical schools of thought, notably the
political interpretation school, the challenge and response school, and historical materialism
as primary frameworks, along with certain new history theories. The study concluded with
important findings, including that North Korea succeeded in earning support from Tanzania.
It managed to open new markets in Tanzania and successfully spread ideology while limiting
relations with both South Korea and the United States.
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