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Human Dignity and Its Relation to Morality
in Jeremy Waldron’s Philosophy:
An Analytical and Critical Study

Mohammad S. Alwahaib’

Abstract

This study seeks to analyze the concept of human dignity in its relation to morality
in the philosophy of Jeremy Waldron. Waldron viewed human dignity as the basis of
human rights, in accordance with the premise that rights are derived from the inherent
dignity of man. Human dignity in this context is viewed as a moral and constructive idea in
political morality, which should be protected by law. Human dignity was also analyzed in
the context of moral discourse, considering human dignity as a moral status, on one hand,
and as a universal rank that has moved from legal to moral discourse on the other. In this
framework, the status of morality and the conditions of preserving dignity is clarified. This
study is divided into four general aspects: First, the concept of dignity. Second, human
dignity as the basis of human rights. Third, critical morality as a societal norm. Fourth,
the relationship between human dignity and morality. This study relies on the use of the
analytical method to approach the concept of human dignity, its relationship to human
rights, and the extent of its relationship to morality in general. The study also relies on the
critical method whenever necessary.

Keywords: Jeremy Waldron, human dignity, human rights, rank, social status, moral
status, critical morals.
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