43/172

2025 il polol gl ol

Published by the Academic Publication Council of Kuwait University. All rights reserved.

Models of Grave Structure Inscriptions

in Gumbaz Sidan, City of Shahr-i Sabz in
Central Asia During the Second Half of the
(10* Century AH / 16™ Century AD)

A Study of Style, Form, and Content

Shebl Ebrahim Ebaid"

Abstract

Shahr-i Sabz occupies a prominent position among the major urban centers of Central
Asia due to its rich architectural heritage, particularly its funerary monuments from the
Timurid and Shaybanid periods. Among these, the Gumbaz-i Sayidan complex stands out for
its historical and artistic significance.

This study focuses on two of the four structures located within the courtyard of
Gumbaz-i Sayidan, analyzing their inscriptions in terms of calligraphic style, textual content,
and historical context. The primary objective of research is to identify the specific script
used and to explore the motivations behind its selection. Additionally, the study investigates
the identities and social status of the individuals commemorated, as well as the symbolic
meanings embedded in the inscriptions.

Employing a descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodology, the research
provides a detailed account of the structures’ architectural and decorative features, examines
the materials and techniques used in the inscriptions, and situates the findings within a
broader historical and artistic framework.

The study concludes that the Thuluth script employed in the inscriptions reflects a
stylistic shift in Central Asia during the 10th century AH / 16th century AD, characterized by
diminished precision compared to earlier periods. The inscriptions also affirm the high social
standing of the structures’ owners through references to lineage and honorific titles.

Given the deteriorated condition of the two structures, evident in the attached visual
documentation, the study strongly recommends their restoration and systematic conservation,
with particular attention to structural damage such as prominent surface cracks.

Keywords: grave structure, inscriptions, central Asia, Gumbaz-i Sidan, Shahr-i Sabz,
Thuluth, Persian Script.
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