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Exception Particles and Their Implications
for Negation between Arabic Syntax and
Giannakidou’s Semantic Theory

Tayel Mohammad Alsarayreh’

Abstract

The study shows that the use of exception links in Arabic is confined to contexts or
constructions, indicating the non-occurrence of an event (anti-veridical situations) according
to Giannakidou’s Semantic Theory related to the occurrence of an event (the (non) veridicality
approach). These words are closely associated with negation contexts or constructions that
are emphatic in discourse. The reason for this close association is that these words carry the
meaning of negation and signify it on their own without needing any additional part in their
context or construction to assist in indicating it. These words are used in their bare form as
standalone words that denote negation by themselves, without the presence of a negation tool
in the context or construction in which they appear.

The research arises from the absence of contemporary studies, specifically on the
significance of the tools of exception for negation, despite the references to this significance in
ancient linguistic studies. Both ancient and modern studies were satisfied with mentioning the
general concept of exception. The research will determine the source of negation in the style of
exception in light of Giannakidou’s Semantic Theory through the descriptive and comparative
approaches based on ideas discussed in this theory. This will help us reach the source of the
significance of negation in the style of exception, which we believe requires further research
and more study.
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(Grandpa did not see any of his grandchildren)
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- Pijes pote/#*POTE stoparisi?

- Have you ever been to Paris?
EW ooy e -
- An dhis tin llektra puthena/#PUTHENA, na tis milisis.

- If you see Electra anywhere, talk to her.
Lgme o O T 3 1S el 13 -
- Oli osi gnorizun tipota/#TIPOTA ja tin ipothesi, as milisis.
- Everyone who knows anything about the issue let them speak.
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- Paul saw a snake.
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- Paul did not see a snake.
- Paul left without seeing a snake.

- Paul left before seeing a snake.
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- Did paul see a snake?
- If paul sees a snake, he will run.
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a. What did you see?
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b. TIPOTA.
b. Nothing.
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