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The Epistemological Presence in Ancient
Arabic Texts: Towards Rethinking Contempo-
rary Epistemological Issues

Abdelkader Bouarfa”

Abstract

This study aims to explore the depth of the epistemic presence in ancient Arabic texts and
to reveal the potential for employing these rich cognitive principles in formulating contemporary
theoretical frameworks. It seeks to bridge the gap between contemporary epistemology and its
historical roots by analyzing key concepts as presented in the works of Arab philosophers and
scholars such as Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, and Ibn Rushd.

The research problem is framed around the question, ”Why not?"—specifically, why are
epistemological frameworks predominantly limited to Western scholarship and associated with
modern and contemporary contexts? This inquiry is directed toward fostering a scientific spirit
among Muslim scholars, grounded in their values, culture, and experiences.

The study is guided by the following questions: What are the fundamental epistemological
principles that can be derived from ancient Arabic texts? And how can these principles be applied
to formulate contemporary theoretical frameworks? To address these questions, this study will
utilize an analytical approach of ancient Arabic texts in the context of contemporary epistemological
frameworks, along with a chronological approach in discussing selected paradigms.

The anticipated outcomes include the establishment of cognitive bridges between civilizations,
the presentation of a new vision of modern epistemology that enriches contemporary intellectual
discourse, and an attempt to reinterpret classical Arabic concepts in light of modern challenges. The
findings aim to develop more comprehensive and humane theoretical frameworks.

We recommend that contemporary Arabic studies move toward presenting a new vision of
modern epistemology, thereby enriching intellectual dialogue and contributing to the advancement
of research methodologies in the humanities and social sciences. Researchers should pay greater
attention to Arab and Islamic intellectual heritage, rather than relying solely on the dominant vision
that has prevailed for nearly a century.
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