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Abstract

The study aims to identify the conditions of China in the third century AH /ninth
century AD through the journey of the Seraphic, from various aspects. The problem of the
study revolves around clarifying the importance of the trip of the Seraphic in introducing the
conditions of China and the most important aspects addressed by the trip to China. The study
adopted a methodology based on collecting and analyzing the dispersed narratives within the
travel account. using the historical method. The journey of the Seraphic is the oldest Islamic
source dealing with the conditions of China and its trade relationship with the Islamic State.

The study found the importance of the journey of the Sirafiin clarifying the conditions, of
China from various aspects. It showed the features of the political system headed by the Chinese
emperor, who ruled China through a group of governors who took over the management of the
various regions of the empire. China had reached a great degree of prosperity, but the events
of the Babshi revolution (Huang Chao) had a serious impact on China’s stability and unity, as
well as on the decline of its trade relations. One of the important aspects highlighted by the
study was the management of grievances, which was taken over by emperors and governors.

The survey also showed that the trip revealed the status of science and education in
China, the features of economic and commercial activity, the types of monetary transactions,
and the image of the tax system. Moreover, the trip provided an important picture of the
various features of social life, including the most important Chinese religious beliefs and burial
customs.

Keywords: China, Sulaiman the merchant, Abii Zeid Al-Hassan Al-Sirafi, maritime trade,
Al-Sirafr’s journey, the Babshu (Huang Chao) revolution.
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