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Studying the Quranic Discourse
in the Light of the Multiplicity of
Dialects and Different Readings
(Phonetic and Rhetorical Study)

Hamid EImoussaoui*

Abstract

This research aims to explain the value of the linguistic difference that exists
between the Quranic readings and the Arabic dialects, as well as the importance of taking
it into account while considering the language of the Quranic discourse, and looking for
its virtues and rhetorical secrets.

The linguistic difference that exists between the Quranic readings raises several
questions, including inquiring the intentional reason behind the reader’s choice of an aspect
of the reading, or asking about the relationship of that difference that exists within the eloquent
Arabic dialects. Besides, other questions require searching for satisfactory answers.

We relied on a descriptive and interpretive approach based on the principle
of cognitive integration between the Arabic sciences and the science of readings. It
is considered one of the basic mechanisms for understanding the Quranic discourse.
Furthermore, researching in its linguistic and stylistic characteristics. It is an approach
based on describing the phonetic and rhetorical phenomenon extracted from the Quranic
reading and extrapolating the scholars’ opinions regarding it. This includes the following
phenomena: inflection, substitution, stress, deletion, and elucidation.

The findings of this research:

1. Tone is phonetic clue that the speaker may resort to distinguish between meanings.

2. Deletions in the Quranic readings has a significant impact on directing the
meanings of the Quranic verses.

3. The models that we have cited in research show that behind the differences found
in the Quranic readings are the reasons of the intentional linguistics, including:
brevity, breadth, exaggeration, and mitigation.

The findings obtained through this work indicate the necessity of investigating in the
conditions of classical Arabic language and dialects when studying the Quranic discourse.
Moreover, dealing with the Quranic readings as a method of learning, reasoning, and viewing
it in its phonetic and rhetorical dimensions, to find out the intentional cause behind it.

Keywords: Quranic discourse, geographical overlap, Arabic dialects, reading,
meaning, universal texture.
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