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Coins of the Fatimid Caliph Al-Mustansir Billah
Minted in Palestine (427-487 AH/ 1036-1094 AD)

Adnan Ahmad Abudayyah®

Abstract

This research deals with the study of the currency system that was prevalent in Palestine
during the rule of the Fatimid Caliph Al-Mustansir Billah. The objectives of the research include
studying and counting Palestine’s coins issues during the reign of Caliph Al-Mustansir Billah,
identifying the role of the minting companies operating at that time, and identifying the extent
of economic and political activity in Palestine during the study period.The results of the study
include identifying sixteen different models during the study period, which lasted for sixty years.
These coins were minted in their denominations (dinars, parts of dinars, and dirhams) in three
mints: Palestine (Ramla), Tiberias, and Acre. This research also enabled us to identify the nature
of the circumstances and conflicts that Palestine and the region experienced during the long reign
of Al-Mustansir Billah.The coins helped us redraw the political map of Palestine in the fifth century
AH/eleventh century AD before the Crusader invasion of the region. The study clarified the activity
of the Palestinian minting cities, indicating the years of minting and the artistic styles in which
the coins of different denominations were issued.The research methodology is a statistical and
documentary study methodology supported by historical and technical analysis. The research
material was collected from well-known international catalogues, specialized books, researches,
and reliable websites. This study recommends conducting similar research on the currencies
system of the Fatimids in Palestine in historical eras for other rulers and caliphs, so that the vision
of the Fatimid rule over Palestine is complete in all its stages.
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