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The Word (’1l) in Arabic Proper Nouns:
A Phonological Morphological Study

Mahmoud Mubarak Obeidat’

Abstract

This research aims to provide an etymological study of the word ('1l), which we find
in some proper nouns in the Arabic language, such as Mika ‘1l and Jabra 'il. We may also
find it used alone (not compounded) in some Semitic languages and it has its roots in the
Arabic language, based on linguistic and mythological data that help us explain how this
word was adapted, its meaning, its structure, and its phonetic transformations.

The problem of the research lies in the disagreement among scholars about the
origin of the word ('il), its meaning, and the changes it underwent in the Arabic and Semitic
languages, especially since this word is widely used in Arabic and Semitic names, to the
point that it has appeared as a linguistic phenomenon.

The method used in the research is the historical-comparative method, which
compares the linguistic data of the word ('1l) in Arabic with other Semitic languages and
then draws the conclusions that can be reached that help in revealing the phenomena to
be explained.

The research concludes that the word “’11” is an authentic and Semitic Arabic word.
It denotes to the greatest God; that is, He is the Lord of Lords in their civilization and the
unifying name for all their gods. It has been subjected to phonetic changes that affected
its derivation and methods of pronunciation.

The researcher recommends conducting more comparative studies of Arabic
language words, especially those related to the religious and cultural aspects, especially
if the word represents a linguistic phenomenon, as is the case with the word (il).
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