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Strategies of Situational Epistolary Dis-
course among Arabs from Early Islamic Era
until 656 AH: A Pragmatic Approach

Fatimah Jabeer ALmashri"

Abstract

This study aims to identify communicative strategies in Arab situational epistolary
discourse (1-656 H) by analyzing selected examples from politicians, scholars, and writers. It
highlights interactive nature of classical Arabic epistolary communication.This interaction occurs
within shared cultural, social, and intellectual environments, contributing to the production of
this discourse by the sender, and the diversity of responses by the receivers. By pragmatically
approaching these letters, the study seeks to reveal semantic dimensions and implicit intentions
conveyed by speaker to the addressees to persuade and influence them through explicit
statements, insinuations, persuasion, solidarity, or directives. This is achieved by examining
discourse through strategies, which have directly contributed to reaching the most important
implicit purposes of discourse and meanings underlying the explicit direct expressions. The
study was concluded with several findings, including that directives were clearly evident through
various linguistic methods, such as commands that demonstrate authority of the sender over
the recipient, which is characterized by stark contrast devoid of any emotion. In these instances,
performative verbs are used to assert certain authority or influence.

The directive strategy employs warnings through enticement and prohibition, often
providing reasoning to address the recipient’s uncertainty. This reasoning can be direct or
metaphorical, as in Aktham ibn Sayfi’s letter to the Tayy tribe, where he refers to horses as
‘fortresses of Arabs," likening them to protective strongholds. This metaphor elevates horses’
status and emphasizes their care.
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