44/175

2026 igluill pgall iyl ol

Published by the Academic Publication Council of Kuwait University. All rights reserved.

Civil Society Organizations and Kuwaiti Socie-
ty During the Iraqi Invasion (1990-1991): Jahra
Cooperative Society as a Model

Sheikhah Faleh Aladwani"
Ali A. Alkandari®

Abstract

This study aims to highlight the role of civil society organizations as alternatives to state
institutions during the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait (1990-1991), focusing on cooperative societies
as a case study. The research addresses the lack of documentation about the invasion and the
roles played by various activists by examining how cooperative societies and their alternative
administrations overcame the challenges faced by society under occupation and how they
succeeded in doing so. The study adopts a historical research method, relying on a series of
interviews with individuals who experienced the invasion firsthand, along with original sources
such as correspondence and archival documents, in addition to secondary references. It explores
the challenges faced by the Al-Jahra Cooperative and how alternative council members managed
to find temporary solutions that allowed them to continue their efforts that fall within the broader
context of popular resistance and civil disobedience. The key findings emphasize the critical role
cooperative societies played in supporting the civil resistance movement. The study recommends
conducting further research on similar cooperative societies and their administrative responses
to strengthen and broaden the understanding of this event. It also calls for continued investigation
of this pivotal event in Kuwaiti and regional history, suggesting that the study’s framework could
be applied to other service institutions—such as ministries and associations—that remained
functional during the invasion and faced different obstacles, yet found innovative ways to sustain
life under occupation.
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