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The Argumentation: Between Aristotelian
Foundations and Western Premises
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Abstract

The objectives of this study are to grasp the concept of rhetoric through Aristotelian
thought in building convictions and guiding human behavior in general, for societal utilitarian
purposes related to life matters and correct human interaction. This, in turn, would ensure
the achievement of justice, the promotion of virtue, and the dominance of good among the
members of the ancient Greek society. The problem of the study lies in accurately identifying
the key argumentative milestones in Aristotle’s Rhetoric and attempting to precisely
understand all the preliminary steps in constructing the argumentative discourse and
establishing its persuasive foundations according to him. This requires thorough investigation
before addressing the argumentative law in his work through the comparative method to draw
intellectual comparisons between the Aristotelian view of argumentation and the philosophical
view of modern Western scholars.

Such studies necessitate the use of the historical method to trace the evolutionary
movement of argumentation by those who preceded Aristotle in this field. Additionally, the
study employs the descriptive-analytical method to arrive at the new argumentative perspective
adopted and developed in a modern and renewed form by those who drew from Aristotle’s
teachings.

The study finds out that Aristotle introduced new persuasive techniques focusing
on human benefit and societal well-being, which were overlooked by his predecessors. His
foundational work in argumentation paved the way for Western theories like Perelman and
Olbrechts-Tyteca’s New Rhetoric, Ducrot’s linguistic argumentation, and Michel Meyer’s
questioning theory. Consequently, the study recommends considering deep Aristotelian
studies, essential for researchers exploring the origins and development of argumentation, its
foundational principles, and its enduring influence on modern theories.
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