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The Existence of the Ruling with the Loss of
its Original Cause: An Applied Morphological
Study

Abd EImoamen Mahmoud Ahmed®

Abstract

The idea of this research revolves around the relationship between the cause and
the ruling. It is a fact that the cause has an impact on the ruling, as it motivates and
influences it. However, there are morphological issues that deviate from this principle,
in which the ruling remains with or without its cause. The first linguist to refer to this
and emphasize it is Ibn Jinni in his book Al-Khasaais 3/157: “A chapter on perspective or
rational persistence of ruling despite disappearance of cause.”

The aim of the research is to identify those issues and to clarify the perspective
of Arab morphologists behind them. The research question is: Is the existence of the
ruling with the loss of its cause an indication of weakness? What is the perspective of the
morphologists behind the existence of the ruling with the loss of its cause?

The research followed the descriptive approach by tracking and analyzing these
issues and showing the perspective of the morphologists behind the existence of the
ruling with the loss of its cause.

The research concluded that the change of location depends on the cause being
complete and effective. Hence; no cause, no ruling. Otherwise, it is possible for the
ruling to exist with the loss of its cause if it is speculative. Morphologists attributed this
to different goals such as preference, maintaining consistency, avoiding confusion and
emphasizing similarities between counterparts. The research recommends studying Ibn
Jinni’s linguistic thought in light of modern linguistic studies.

Keywords: effective cause, morphological ruling, accidental, defects of the cause,
generalisation and exception.
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